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A News letter for the
GRAND VALLEY
STATE UN I VERSITY

Com m unity
Volume 24, Numbe r 35

Monday, April 17, 2000

President Lubbers Urges House Panel
To Boost GVSU Funding
Capitol in Lansing, where he made a
plea for equity in higher education
fund ing.
Lubbers noted
that Governor
Jo hn Engler and
the State Legislature alread y
agreed that
GVSU should
receive $4,500
per Fiscal Year
Equated Student
(FYES), which
was set as the
minimum for
public universities. But, Grand
Valley is currently funded at just
At the State Capitol, President Arend D. Lubbers lobbied for a greater
$3,623 per FYES.

GVSU President Arend D. Lubbers
testified on April 12 before the State
Higher Education Subcommittee at the

share of the state's higbei· ed.funding last week.

"Close the gap ," the president urged,
noting that the university's current state
funding is even further below the
$4,700 floor set last month by a Senate
proposal.
"It's a matter of fairness and equity.
Our students deserve to be treated just
as well as students o n the state's othe r
campuses, " Lubbers said.
The president stressed the increasing
urgency fo r the Legislature to add ress
the GVSU funding issue.
"We have several new programs in
the pipeline, particu larly in the hea lth
professions, which will be difficult to
commence if student demand continues
to o utpace the percentage increase in
o ur app ropriation ," he said. "The time
has come to close the ga p, which for
Grand Va lley is the largest among the
regio na l campuses."

Coming Events
Photography Students
Document Change
In Rural W est Michigan
College students often see things
differently . A group of 10 Grand
Valley photography students is casting
an especially critical gaze on the
farmland of west Michigan. Their
semester-long photography project to capture images of the rural areas of
west Michigan - will be on display at
the Gera ld R. Fo rd Museum beginning
Monday, April 17.
The exhibit is titled
"Transitions: Inte rpretations of the Changing
Land ."

"The idea is to document
the change occurring in
rural farmland ," says
nationally recognized
photographer David
Plowden , who is teaching
the course. "West Michigan
is a microcosm of the
development that's happening across the country. "
Plowden, who has
published numerous books
of bis own photography
and was the subject of a
WGVU documentary last
fa ll , lives in Winnetka,
Illinois. He visits Grand
continued on page 3

This image, by student David Batzer, asks the viewers to consider what tbey "see" with their minds, hearts, industries, and
needs wben they see nature.
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Across Campus
Faculty Group Discusses Ties with Africa
Some of the members of Grand Valley's
newly formed African Coalition met in

March to discuss the group's missio n: to
enhance and facilitate departme ntal and
interdisciplinary education , service lea rning,
and scholarl y efforts in
the African cross-nationa l
experie nce.
The gro up of fac ulty
members w ith inte rests
in and expertise o n
Africa is looking fo r
others with knowledge
of the contine nt to jo in
the m. Call Ruth Ylvisa ker, at the School of
Social Work, x6558 , for
mo re info rmatio n.

CVSU Hosts Student Engineering Conference
The GVSU Forum is
publish ed by the Office of
University Commun ica tions
eve,y Monday whe n classes are
in sessio n and biweekly d uring
the summer. The submissio n
dead line is Tuesday noon. Send
publicatio n ite ms to Kath leen
Adams, edito r, c/ o the FORUM
cc:Mail box. Fro m off ca mpus,
email fo rum@gvsu.edu.
Te lephone: 616-895-222 1. Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE on the World Wide Web
at: www.gvsu. edu/
Faculty and staff members
ca n find an o nline "Sketches"
submission fo rm o n the Web Site.

Engineering students from
five states and Ontario met on
April 7 at the Eberhard Center
when GVSU hosted the regional American Society of Mechanical Engineers student conference.
About 350 engineering students participated in the conference, which featured a national
design competition, oral and
poster competitions, tours of
west Michigan industries, and
an interview fair.
Students gathered at the Amway
Grand Plaza Hotel to registerfor the
conference.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Roger Ellis, professor of Communications,
has been invited to participate in the 17th
annual International Hispanic Theatre
Festival to be held in Miami. Ellis's 1998
anthology o n multi-ethnic writing in the
United States is one of three selected by the
Miami International Boo k Fair to be featured
at the festival. Ellis w ill spea k on "La
Experiencia Multicultural en el Teatro. "
Al Wygant, director of Public Safety,
accepted a certificate of appreciatio n from

State Senator William Van Regenmo rte r
during a ceremo ny in West Olive as part of
ational Crime Victims Rights Week. The
ho no r was given to GVSU's Public Safety
Services, along with several other pol ice
agencies, for responding to calls of those
victimized by crime in Ottawa County .
Rosa Fernandez-Levin, associate professor
of Mode rn Languages and Literatures, was
appo inted state chairperson of the Natio nal
Association of Hispanic and Latino Studies.

continued on page 3
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Coming Events
continued from page 1

Valley's campus several times during the
semester to meet with the students and
venture into the fields in search of
photographic subjects. Much of the time
the students work independently.
"It's actually a two-part class, " Plowden
says. "Last semester we went o ut twice a
week to photograph . This semester we're
putting it all together in a show."
The photographers have ca ptured
images from Rockford to Muskegon,
Zeeland to Caledonia. The photos range
from black and w hite to colo r, fro m
abstract to literal.
The photography exhibit w ill be on
display at the Ford Museum from
Ap ril 17 thro ugh GVSU's commencement on Ap ril 29. The exhibit will be
o n display in the Art Galle1y in the
Perfor ming Arts Center from May 8-19.

Continuing Education
Dean Candidates
To Present Views
The university community is invited
to hea r presentations from two candidates fo r the clea n of Continuing
Education position this week in 306
Student Services Building. Patricia
Lipetzky will present her views o n
continuing ed ucatio n on Thursday,

April 20 , at 2:30 p.m. Pamela Castellanos
will give her presentation on Friday,
April 21 , at 2:30 p .m.

Michigan Whitecaps w ill play the Fort
Wayne Wizards in Midwest League
action at 7 p.m.

Director of Admissions
Candidates to Give
Presentations Next Week

The Alumni Relations Office has
reserved 2,000 seats at the ballpark. The
theme for the evening will be "Grand
Valley State University," with scoreboard
presentations, music, between-innings
prize contests featuring GVSU family
members, and an appearance by Louie
the Laker.

Two candidates will be interviewing
for the director of Admissio ns position
next week. The campus community is
invited to hear their presentations, titled
"Your Vision o f Undergraduate and
Graduate Recruitment Strategies Current and Future. "

The cost is $8 per person, which
includes $2 worth of "Crash Cash,"

Duncan M. Sargent will
give his presentation o n
Monday, April 24, at 11 a.m.
in 111 Heruy Hall. Jodi
Chycinski, associate director of
Admissions at GVSU, will give
her presentation on Wednesday, April 26, at 1:30 p.m. in
308 Padnos Hall.

Alumni Office Plans
GVSU Night at Old
Kent Park
GVSU Alumni Relations, in
cooperation w ith many GVSU academic
and administrative units, has arranged
"GVSU Night at O ld Kent Park" o n
Thursday, August 3, when the West

redeemable for food or souvenirs. Parking
will be ava ilable for $2. For more
information, call Alumni Relations at
x3590.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued from page 2
Senez Rodriguez-Charbonier, assista nt
professor o f Psychology, organized and
led a cardiopulmo nary resuscitatio n and
first-aid training for a group of 38
Hispanic people in Grand Rapids . The
training was conducted in cooperatio n
with the Red Cross of West-Central
Michigan.
Antonio Herrera, professor of Education, gave a presentation on "The Essence
of Time Management Principles for Your
Life and Your Profession" to the ational
Association of American Business Clubs
at their monthly meeting.
Carmen L. Nochera, associate professor of Biomedical and Health Sciences,

gave a seminar on "Alternative NutJ.itional
Therapies/ Alternative Medicine" at the
GVSU Women and Gender Studies
Program Women Scholars Fornm.
Russell Rhoads , associate professor of
Anthropology, presented a paper, titled
"A Saga of an Ethnographic Field
School: Service Capacity and Urban
Latinos in Grand Rapids, Michigan," at
the annual meeting of the Society of
Applied Anthropology in Sa n Francisco.

During the 24th annu al Lower
Michigan Mathematics Competition,
wh ich was hosted by the Department of
Mathematics and Statistics, Matt
Boelkins, assistant professor of Mathematics, se1ved as the competition's

organizer. David Austin , associate
professor of Mathematics, led a symposium for fac ulty sponsors in which he
described his work with Java , an
instructio nal tool he has used in his
mathematics courses. Nearly 100 student
participants from 10 schools, along with
15-20 facu lty sponsors, participated in
the event.
Mitch Kachun , visiting assistant
professor of Histo1y , presented a paper,
titled "Shall the American People Be the
Last: African Ame rican Visions of
Freedom in the 19th Centu1y Atlantic
World," at the annual meeting of the
Organization of An1erican Histo rians in
St. Lo uis.
continued on page 4
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Calendar of Events
General Events

Sports

All activities on Allenda le campus unless othe1wise noted.
Arts hotline: (616) 895-ARTS.

Sports Hotline : (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to
change.

Thurs .,Apr. 13-Mon .,Apr. 17

Sun ., Apr. 16-Mon. ,Apr. 17

10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon-Fri. , 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Thurs: B.F.A. Senior
Exhibit. Works by Shilin Hora , Matthew Moore, and
Wendy Withrow . Art Gallery, PAC. Call x2564 for information.

All Day: Men's Golf. NCAA District IV Spring Tourney .
Auburn, IN.

Mon .,Apr. 17-Fri.,Apr. 21

Tues.,Apr. 18

Building Ho urs: B.F.A. Graphic Design Exhibition, "The Big
Show. " CAC. Call x3486 for more informatio n.

3:30 p.m.: Softball at Hope College. Ho lland.
3:30 p.m.: Men's Tennis . Aquinas College at GVSU.

Tues.,Apr. 18

11:45 a.m.: A/P Luncheon. Grand River Room, KC.
8 p.m. : Opera Theatre presents workshop scenes from
classic opera and musical theatre. LAT, PAC.
Wed.,Apr. 19

8 p.m.: Symphony Orchestra Concert. LAT, PAC.
Thurs. ,Apr. 20

4-7 p.m.: Reception. BFA Graphic Design Exhibition. CAC.
2 p .m .: Presentation o n Ghanaian culture by Kwadwo
Opoku-Agyemnang. Art Gallery, PAC. Ca ll x3581 for
information.
8 p.m .: Music Department Concert. Studio Jazz O rchestra
and the Small Ja zz Ensemble. LAT, PAC.

Mon .,Apr. 17

3:30 p.m.: Men's Tennis. Cornerstone University at GVSU.

Wed.,Apr. 19

5 p .m.: Women's Tennis. Ca lvin College at GVSU.
7 p.m. : Baseba ll. Eastern Michigan at Old Kent Park, Grand
Rapids.
Fri. ,Apr. 21-Sat. ,Apr. 22

All Day: Men's Tennis. GLIAC Championships at Midland.
TBA: Track & Field at Indy Re lays . Indiana polis, IN.
Fri.,Apr. 21

1 p .m. : Baseball. Ashland University at GVSU.
Sat.,Apr. 22
11 a.m.: Softball. Lake Superior State University at GVSU.
11 a.m.: Track & Field. Laker Open at GVSU .
12 noon: Baseba ll. Ashland Un iversity at GVSU.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
continuedjiwn page 3
Linda D. McCrea, associate professor of Education, and
Barbara J. Reinken , assistant professor of Educatio n, gave

two presentations at the 80th Annual Association of Teacher
Educato rs conference in Orlando. McCrea also gave a
presentation with he r daughter, Tricia McCrea , a recent
GVSU graduate.
Barbara Kane Schneider, assistant professor of English ,

p resented a paper, titled "Feeling the Beat: Integrating Music
and Poetry in the Elementa1y General Music Program," at the
Music Education Natio nal Conference in Washington, D .C.
CliffWelch, Histo ry p rofessor and Latin American Studies
coordinator, presented two papers at the 22nd Internationa l
Congress of the Latin American Studies Association in
Miami. The papers were titled "Marking Time with the
CLOC: Internationa l Rural Labor Solidarity in the Americas
from World War II to the Third Millennium," and "Latin
American Rural Labor Histo1y at the Millennium. " Welch also
organized a workshop on "Teaching Rural Labor Studies ."
Michel A. Coconis, assistant professor of Socia l Work,
conducted a workshop , titled "Body Electric Using Theatre
Games to Explore and Transform Mediated Representations

of Race, Class, Gender and 'Sex'," at the University of
Michigan School of Socia l Wo rk for the first Moving Beyond
the Rhetoric Conference. Coconis also condu cted a workshop , titled "Gender Matters: Using Theatre Techniques for
Feminist Consciousness Raising and O rganizing," at the
regional conference of the National Organization for Women
in Indianapolis.

In the News
On March 22, Kim Roberts , visiting instru ctor of Communications and installation artist was interviewed on the
WGVU Morning Show about installatio n art and her exhibit,
"Returning to the Source," at the UICA.
Carmen L. Nochera, associate professor of Biomedical and
Health Sciences, appeared on Monday, March 27, o n
WGVU-TV 35 as a panel member in the program Family
Health Matters: Healthy Living/Preventive Health.
O n March 31, Francis Burns, assistant professor of
Chemist1y , was interviewed on the WGVU Morning Show
on behalf of the West Michigan Clean Air Coalition. Burns
addressed issues related to ground-level ozone pollution,
such as the hea lth risks associated with ozone and how
individuals ca n modify the ir behavior to reduce its concentration.

